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REGULAR MEETING 

 THURSDAY, JANUARY 2, 2020 

7:00 pm – John Weichsel Municipal Center Assembly Room 

196 North Main Street, Southington, CT 

 

MINUTES   

 

 The Southington Inland Wetlands Agency held a regular meeting on Thursday, January 2, 2020 

at the John Weichsel Municipal Center Assembly Room, 196 North Main Street, Southington, CT.  James 

Sullivan, Chair, called the meeting to order at 7:00 with the following in attendance: 

 Commissioners:  Chris Borowy, Michael Bunko, Jeff Crown, Shari Guarino, Bethany Solury, & 

David Byrne 

 Alternates:  Robert Ives 

 Ex-Officio: David Lavallee, Ass’t Town Planner 

     Absent:    Jessica Smith, Alternate 

 A quorum was determined.         

 The Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag was recited by everyone in attendance. 

 

JAMES SULLIVAN, Chair, presiding: 

Approval of Minutes 

 Regular Meeting of December 5th, 2019 

 Mr. Borowy made a motion to approve the Minutes as presented.   Ms. Guarino seconded.  

Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote. 

  

Reports from Public, Press and Ex-Officio Members regarding items scheduled for action. 

 None this evening. 

 

Inland Wetland /FF Applications: 

 A. Information/Action – FF#266 – Application of John Roncaoli seeking to fill and mitigate a 

portion of floodplain for a garage addition and driveway.  Property Located at 62 Echo Valley Road. 

 The applicant, John Roncaoili of Echo Valley Road reported the project has been shelved last 

week due to a retaining wall, which I believe we showed on the prints.  Is that sufficient to move this 

project forward? 
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 Mr. Lavallee said he reached out to the Ass’t Town Engineer for review.  He has a recommended 

stipulation and we are looking to the PZC to put it on their approval and it is as follows: 

 The proposed retaining wall shall require a separate building permit, which is standard.  Design 

and details must be submitted by a CT professional engineer, provide detail for the safety railing and the 

railing will be attached to the wall. 

 That’s the only outstanding item. 

 The applicant asked if he needed a railing for   a two-foot retaining wall.  Mr. Lavallee responded 

that is up to the building official.   You can take it up with him but it won’t affect your wetland approval. 

 The Chair asked for comments/questions from the commission.   Ms. Guarino asked about the 

two sheds that encroach on the town property, are they still there and were you able to stop mowing 

past the property line?   The applicant said he did but can’t say much for the neighbors.  Ms. Guarino 

clarified we are only concerned with the applicant. 

 Mr. Roncaoli stated that the sheds on the prints are going to be removed once the building is 

complete.  I have stuff in the shed and no place to put it.   It’s still going to be there when it is being 

built.  As long as you know that.   But it will be torn down.   

 Mr. Borowy made a motion to offer a favorable recommendation for FF #266 given the previous 

developed history to the site and previous site visits and the inclusion of the contingency as brought by 

town staff here this evening.   Mr. Bunko seconded.  Motion passed 7 to 0 on a roll call vote. 

 

Communications 

 Reports from Public, Press and Ex-Officio Members regarding items other than those scheduled 

for action. 

 None this evening. 

 

Conservation Issues/Unfinished Business/ Miscellaneous 

 Mr. Lavallee reported they did have the open space meeting and everyone agreed that they will 

seek consultation from this board as a conservation commission for open space on proposed purchases.  

We have a representative on open space committee.  Discussions are in executive session.  We do have 

the money from the referendum and we are pursuing properties.   

 He also advised the sewer line is going to go through the Curtis Property.  That’s moving 

forward.  I was there with Keith Hayden, Paul Chaplinsky and Mr. Curtis.  That’s going to happen on 

Monday.  We just wanted to button up what trees are going to be cut along the path as there were 

suggestions as to which should go and which should remain.  I will keep an eye on that. 
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Adjournment 

 Mr. Borowy made a motion to adjourn which Mr. Crown seconded.  Motion passed unanimously 

on a voice vote. 

 (Whereupon, the meeting was adjourned at 7:07 o’clock, p.m.) 


